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A Bit of History
Limerick Township A Journey Through Time 1699 – 1987
By Muriel Lichtenwalner
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Museum/Library Donations
We offer a special ‘thank you’ to all our donors…
Charles
Astheimer
of Linfield
Ruth Borneman

•

Bonnie Groff

•

•

Donated:
o A gray, plastic rain barrel and a wooden barrel from the Continental
Distillery in Linfield, PA.
Donated the following:
o Obituaries and articles about the time capsule buried on June 1999 by
the Bicentennial Committee
o A map from the PA Turnpike dated 1969.
o Photographs of Carrie Loucks Force. She was the daughter of the late
Millard Loucks, a farmer who resided in Limerick for all but two of his
nearly 90-years. Those two years were spent as a student at
Washington Hall, a school in Trappe. Millard also worked as a tanner, a
township assessor, and assisted his father, who was a justice of the
peace. The Loucks’ stone farmhouse, located east of the Hunsberger
House, is part of the Summer Chase Development. Millard died on 6 May
1940. (Pottstown Mercury, 5/7/1940, p. 6)
Donated the following:
A disc with photographs of the interior demolition of the Brooke/Fout
House on S. Limerick Road, which was built in 1758.
o Information on “The Fork,” an old restaurant
o A disc of photographs of Limerick families
Donated the following:
o A black tuxedo with swallowtail coat (condition very good) from the
April 6, 1895 wedding of Irvin Isett to Amanda Hartzell. Mr. Isett was
born on May 1, 1872 and died on January 20, 1957. Along with his wife
and daughter Edna, he is buried at the Limerick Church Burial Grounds.
o

William Stepp
of Limerick

•

o

“Der Belsnickel” – an article about the German Christmas folklore
character. Using vintage fabrics, bits of fur, and miscellaneous
decorations, Bill Stepp created numerous figures to represent
different versions of the Belsnickel. For his donation to the Society,
Bill selected a figure dressed in heavy white fabric, which was made
from an old mailbag previously used for mail delivery to Linfield. The
word “Linfield,” which was sewn on the figure, came from the original
mailbag lettering. In the early 20th century, the mail was delivered by
train to Parkerford and transported to Linfield by a man with his pony
cart. Note: More information on the Legend of the Belsnickel will
appear in the Winter 2017 Newsletter.
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William C. Brunner, President of the Spring-Ford Area Historical Society, published the book:

“The E.D. Miller Collection of 44 Photographs of Postcards from Parkerford, Linfield, Royersford, and
the Surrounding Area” (2011 edition). A copy was provided at his cost for purchase by the Society.

Municipal Office Update
The old Limerick Township Municipal Building has been demolished and preliminary construction for the
new building has begun. Over the years, many Historical Society meetings and events occurred in the
former building, so a sense of sadness is associated with the demolition. While we appreciate the use of
the ‘temporary’ meeting room and office space to conduct Society business, we look forward to returning
to the new Municipal Building on Ridge Pike.

Fire House Construction Update
The new Limerick Township Fire Company, which is also under construction, will provide much needed
space for equipment and offices. According to their website, the new structure will include: a modern
meeting room with computer technology for classes and training; five drive-through bays with radiant
heat; four separate two-man dorm rooms and two separate open bunk rooms; a decon room for turnout
gear cleaning; a fitness room; and, a trophy room with showcase. Per a member of the Fire Company, the
expected completion date for this project is June 2017.
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Spring Has Arrived!
With the coming of spring, the perennial flower beds at the Hunsberger House were cleared and spread
with fresh mulch by the company that mows the grass. Come visit and see the lovely appearance of our
Society Home!

Visitors to the Hunsberger House Library and Museum
On a recent Wednesday, the Society had three surprise visitors at the Hunsberger House Library an
Museum. Martin Witte’s three sisters, Emily Miller, Susan Chrisman and Honora Leighton visited and
brought their lunch! Following lunch, Martin escorted them on a ‘grand tour’ of the House and its many
historical specimens, which they found to be very interesting
We continue to have visitors searching for personal family history or information about properties in the
area. To assist visitors with these efforts, Ruth Borneman is available in the Library on Wednesday
mornings. Related to her ‘years on the job’, Ruth continues to be quite helpful in locating information
within the various books and resources contained in our collection. If she cannot find a source within our
collection, then she often locates resources among records that she keeps in her personal library.
Through Ruth’s efforts, extensive information was uncovered for Robert Hallman who works with the
Spring-Ford Area Historical Society. So, don’t hestitate to visit the Hunsberger House Library and
Museum and uncover family history! It’s a great hobby!

Martin Witte and his sisters, Emily Miller, Susan Chrisman and Honora Leighton
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Upcoming Programs
June 12

“A Visit With John & Susan Perry of Linfield”
John and Susan Perry will host a tour of their home
and share the interesting history of this lovely, old
stone home located at 1229 Main Street. This
Federal-style stone farmhouse was built in
approximately 1800 on a parcel of land divided from
the original Mordecai Evans property. Originally built
for his oldest son Adna Evans, the house was home to
three generations of the Evans family, three
generations of the Kendall family, and John Hunsicker,
a well-known businessman and justice of the peace. In
2001, Sue and Jack purchased the property and began
the process of making extensive repairs and upgrades
to the house.
Directions to 1229 Main Street, Linfield:
From Lewis Road, take Linfield Trappe Road west
toward the bridge over the Schuylkill River. LinfieldTrappe Road becomes Main Street in Linfield.
Approximately 2-miles from the intersection of Lewis
Road, the street crosses over the railroad. Directly
after passing the railroad crossing, the house is
located on the left at the intersection of Main Street
and Pennhurst Road. Parking is available at Nino’s
Pizza, located just past the house, or in the parking
lot of the Cornerstone Family Church, which is located
across the street from the house. If you select the
Church parking lot, then use extreme caution in
crossing Main Street.

July 10

“Annual Historical Society Picnic and Program”
The Society will hold its annual picnic at their
temporary location in the Limerick Township Municipal
Building on South Limerick Road. Members are
requested to bring a main dish, a casserole, a salad or
a dessert. Hot sandwiches and beverages will be
provided by the Society. Additionally, members should
bring their own place setting for the picnic, which will
begin at 6:00 P.M.
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Summer
2017
Board Members
and
Officers
Officers
President: Martin Witte
Vice Pres.: Vicki Hernandez
Treasurer: Robert Moses
Secretary: Helen Christman
Historian: William Miller
Board Members
Doris Callow
John Perry
Millie Moses
Jay Kugler
Anita Rogers

Newsletter Composer
Mary Ann Dailey
The mission of LTHS is to:
1. Preserve the history, lore
and historical heritage of
Limerick Township,
2. Create an interest in
Township history and
heritage, especially among
Township youth,
3. Restore buildings and
areas within the Township
to original character,
4. Provide a repository for
Township memorabilia,
and
5. Advise persons, firms or
entities seeking assistance
on restoration projects.
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Upcoming Programs
(Continued)

Annual Historic Society Picnic and Program
“Don’t Be A Victim”
Presenter: Limerick Township Police Chief Brian Skelton

July 10
(continued)

Following the picnic meal, Limerick Township Police Chief Brian Skelton will provide tips and
skills to protect members from becoming victims of theft, break-ins, scams and fraud.
Originally starting his career as a part-time police officer in Royersford, Brian was hired as
a full-time officer in Limerick Township in 1989. Over the past 27-years, he served as a
patrolman, liaison officer, youth aid coordinator, sergeant, and finally, lieutenant, before his
promotion to Chief of Police on February 16, 2016.

“The Meaning Behind 19th Century Tombstone Carvings”
Presenter: Tammy Schane

Aug. 14

Tammy Schane is the Membership and Programs Coordinator at Pennsylvania Land Title
Association in Doylestown, PA, an historian, and author of “Engraved: The Meanings Behind
19th Century Tombstone Carvings.” She holds a BS from Syracuse University, a Master’s
Degree in Public/Applied History from LaSalle University, and a Certificate in Historic
Preservation from Bucks County Community College. Among her various volunteer causes is
that of tour guide at the Doylestown Cemetery, located at 215 E. Court Street.

“Fruitville School Reunion”

Sept. 11

This year’s annual school reunion will feature those members who formerly attended the
one-room Fruitville School House on Swamp Pike. The old schoolhouse building, which is now
a private residence, was recently advertised for sale with various interior views available on
the internet. Bonnie Groff provided the Society with a disc of these interior photographs,
which we will view at the reunion. Later in the summer, a flyer will be sent with details about
the reunion.
If anyone knows of any classmates who attended Fruitville School, but never participated in
a reunion, please contact Doris Callow at 610-948-8306. Please provide a current mailing
address for the former classmates, so each can receive a flyer with the detailed
information.
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Condolences
Our sympathy is extended to Jean Hess and her family on the death of her mother Gertrude (Ewing)
Frankenberg, who died on 28 March 2017. Mrs. Frankenberg was preceded in death by her husband,
John (Jack) Frankenberg, who passed away in August of 2016.
Following a brief illness, Carl H. Gottshall passed away on 20 April 2017 at Season’s Hospice in
Phoenixville. Carl was raised in Limerick Township, worked on his family’s farm, and was preceded in
death by his parents and siblings, Emma, Frank and Paul Gottshall. Over the years, Carl donated a
significant number of books and family artifacts to the Society.
********************************************************************************************

Ad Hoc Committee on Finances
At the January membership meeting, an Ad Hoc Committee on Finances was formed by a motion from the members.
The Committee, which includes Margie Schweitzer, Sandra Koenig, Eleanor Wellman, Rita Wanner, and Robert Evans,
was asked to make suggestions on ways the Society should control its finances. At the March membership meeting,
Margie presented the report, which was reviewed by the Executive Board at their April meeting. These suggestions
will be used by the Executive Board to develop a plan. The committee continues to meet and discuss future
operations of the Society.

New Board Member
During the April 5, 2017 Executive Board meeting, John Perry was selected to fill the remaining Board term of
Eleanor Wellman, who resigned her position at the January Executive Board meeting. John will serve on the Board
through the end of 2018, when his term expires.

Nominating Committee Needed
In June, the Nominating Committee will be appointed to select a slate of candidates for the annual November
election. Candidates will include five officers, who will each be elected to a one-year term, and one board member,
who will be elected for a five-year term. The officers include President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and
Historian. If you would like to serve on the Committee, or be considered as a candidate for officer or board member,
then please contact Martin.
**********************************************************************************************************
The Historic Hunsberger House, which serves as the home for the Limerick Township Historical
Society, is located at 545 West Ridge Pike, Limerick, PA. The LTHS is open every Wednesday
from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. and the second Sunday of every month from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. In
addition to our collection of documents and historical artifacts, visitors can tour the home, the
bake oven, and the Medinger Cider Press.
Remember, you can contact us via email at: historian@LimerickPaHistory.org
Access our webpage at: http://www.limerickpahistory.org
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