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Please Join Us at Our Monthly Meetings
The Limerick Township Historical Society meets the second Monday of each month at 7:30 P.M. in the
Limerick Township Municipal Building, 646 West Ridge Pike, Limerick, PA.
The Historic Hunsberger House, which serves as the home for the Limerick Township Historical Society, is
located at 545 West Ridge Pike, Limerick, PA. The LTHS is open every Wednesday from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00
P.M. and the second Sunday of every month from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. In addition to our collection of
documents and historical artifacts, visitors can tour the home, the bake oven and the Medinger cider press.
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A few Witte comments…(continued from page 1)
Because Montgomery County was formed in 1784
from a part of Philadelphia County, Limerick Center
Road joined Lewis Road and became an official public
road in 1788 by a petition through Montgomery
County. The 1877 map at right shows this intersection
without the diagonal ‘shortcut’, which was probably
added by travelers not wanting to make two sharp
turns to go from Linfield to Manatawny Great Road,
now Ridge Pike. Ruth Borneman recalls that her Great
Grandfather Jesse R. Borneman tried to stop the use
of this shortcut, because it went through his property.
The current “Y” intersection is being moved and
made into a “T” intersection, as this will improve
visibility for drivers turning left or right from W. Cherry
Lane and make driving safer for those turning left onto
W. Cherry Lane from Limerick Center Road. Sidewalks
will be added along Limerick Center Road.

A Donation…
Recently, the Limerick Township Historical Society
received a wooden half-spindle back chair from Joan
Miller, the widow of Bob Miller who grew-up in the
middle of Limerick village. Originally, the chair was
used in Paul Kline’s General Store, which was located in
Limerick village across from the Miller Family home.
Throughout their marriage and into their retirement in
Florida, the ‘chair’ remained part of Bob and Joan’s
home furnishings. When Joan returned to Limerick, she
donated the ‘chair’ to the Society.
Thank you, Joan!

Martin Witte, LTHS President
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Museum/Library Donations
We offer a special ‘thank you’ to all our donors…
Nancy Ewing
[Mrs. Barry]

•

Framed black and white picture of a covered bridge located between Parkerford and
Linfield

•

Framed postcards of Limerick Station and Linfield Reformed Church

•

Black & white photo of the Sanitary Co. of America Baseball Team 1920 (all team
members identified)

•

2 copies of the Linfield Fire Company 75th Anniversary (1988) Dedication Booklet

•

Book from the Linfield Explorer Scout Post 11

•

Black and white photo of 1943 Linfield Women’s Basketball Team (all team members
identified)

•

Glass mug & wooden plaque from Linfield Athletic and Sportsman’s Club – Est.1947

•

Miscellaneous documents/records from the Linfield Athletic & Sportsman’s Club

•

Information on the dairies and farms in the Limerick Township area.

•

CD with pictures of the Colebrookdale Railroad

•

Rambo Family information

William Wells

•

Large metal display case with glass lift-up lid (not from the Limerick area)

Sue Wiseman

•

History of Elmer Moyer Family, tenant farmer for John Gilpin and the land around

Bonnie Groff

Hood Mansion.
Albert Herr

•

3 framed pictures from the 1920’s with views of early Limerick Square [Philadelphia
and Reading Pike].

Ruth
Borneman

•

Document: Indenture of Matthew Brook and Mary, his wife, to Peter Miller.

•

Photo of Limerick Lions (members and guests)

•

Miscellaneous obituaries of local residents

•

Albert Leiby Family History from 1910 Census

•

Photograph of the Sibbs Family

•

Photographs (various years) for the Missimer School, Washington School and Church
School with many students and teachers identified

•

Edna Renninger Memorial Folder

Joan Miller

•

Wooden half-spindle back chair from Kline’s General Store in Limerick village.

Herb Landis

•

Special editions of The Pottstown Mercury.

•

Limerick Light published by the Philadelphia Electric Company.

•

Collector’s edition of The Guardian (weekly newspaper)
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Arlene
(Borneman)
Umstead

•

WW II Honor Roll from St. Clare’s Catholic Church in Linfield

•

Desk from the Linfield School

•

Atlas map of Limerick (1877)

•

A wooden butter box stamped “G.E. Brownback, Linfield, PA”

•

Medinger pie plates (6 medium sized plates and one small plate

•

3 deeds: 1) J.B. Pennepacker to Rebecca Borneman, 2) C.A. Spaide to H. Borneman,
and 3) Harvey Borneman

•
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1 mortgage: Rebecca Borneman and Daniel Borneman
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A Bit of History
Limerick Township: A Journey Through Time 1699 - 1987
by Muriel E. Lictenwalner
Many people in Limerick today (1987) remember when the post office was located in the
general store owned by Thomas D. Kline, who had purchased it from Elhanan Krause in 1907.
This store, at 369 W. Ridge Pike, is now (1987) owned by Ronald Smull and known as
"Popeye's." Kline became postmaster on April 18, 1914 and was succeeded by his son Paul T.
Kline on April 23, 1938. The post office remained in that store for another twenty years until it
moved to its present location on June 30, 1958 with Peter F. Roth as the new postmaster. On
May 11, 1962, the Limerick post office became a branch of the Royersford Post Office. (Page
172)
Thomas D. Kline came to Limerick in 1907 from Decatur, Illinois, to purchase and operate the
former Krause store. The post office moved to Kline's store and he became the postmaster on
April 18, 1914. Paul T. Kline was ten years of age when the family moved to Limerick. He grew
up and took over the store and the job of postmaster on April 23, 1938. The post office remained in Kline's store for another twenty years.
Paul married Kathryn Rahn and their three children were raised at the store. They were
Thelma, Gladys, and Woodrow. The Klines retired from business about 1960. Paul Kline died
in 1968 at the age of 78; his wife Kathryn died in 1976. (Page 187).

Introduction…
We welcome Mary Ann Dailey as our new newsletter composer. Why will she be the “composer”
and not the “editor”? Well, a composer is a creator, while an editor is a person who reviews the
finished newsletter for mistakes or omissions before printing. Mary Ann will take information from
many sources, then refine and format it before printing. Sometimes, she will add her own articles
and photos to the newsletter.
In the early years of our organization, Mary Ann, a life member of our Society, helped find grants
that funded many projects around the Hunsberger House.
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Society Members Tour the Robinson Home
On June 20, 2016, Robert and Carol Robinson hosted a group of
Limerick Township Historical Society members for a tour of their historic
Limerick home, the former Kendall house. Built in 1789, the house, barn
and outbuildings were part of an original 210-acre tract, which was
subdivided in the 1980’s to create a housing development.
Built in the Georgian style, a dominant architectural design from 1700 to
1780, this two-story house follows symmetrical lines that include a
centrally placed front door with 2-sets of double-hung, 6-pane shuttered
windows on either side. Second floor windows follow the same pattern.
Additional symmetry is noted with the two brick chimneys at either end
of the roof. Double rather than single chimneys became a design
change after 1750.
While renovating the center hall, the Robinsons uncovered a beam with
the date and wax signature of the carpenter who constructed the house.
Since its original construction, the home has seen three additions
including a 2nd floor kitchen and a large family room. The original
summer kitchen fireplace (seen below), bake oven and smoke house
have been preserved, as well as various archeological items found in
the house and around the grounds.
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Thank you, Bob and Carol, for
hosting Society members at your
lovely home!

Limerick Township Historical Society Newsletter

Upcoming Programs
September 12th: Our annual School Reunion. This year we will
feature the schools in the Neiffer area, Steinmetz, Medlinger and
Fairview, all of which are buildings converted to private family

Fall
2016
Board Members
and
Officers
Officers
President: Martin Witte
Vice President: Alice Lang
Treasurer: Robert Moses

homes. People who attended these schools have been invited to

Secretary: Helen Christman

attend the meeting.

Historian: William Miller

October 10th: Lee Felbinger of Green Lane will give a
presentation on his collection of Lone Ranger lore and
memorabilia. The Lone Ranger was a radio and television
western series during the late 1940s and early 1950s.
November 14th: Dennis Emrick, Interim Director of Development

Board Members
Doris Callow
Millie Moses
Jay Kugler
Anita Rogers
Eleanor Wellman

for the Colebrookdale Railroad Preservation Trust, will give a
brief presentation for the railroad.

Mr. Emrick provides the

following comments about the railroad: “Traveling through a
Secret Valley spanning Berks and Montgomery Counties is the
Colebrookdale Railroad. Constructed by veterans of the War
Between the States, the railroad touches some of the richest
history of the nation’s iron making history. The 8.6-mile trip
between Boyertown and Pottstown reveals the hidden beauty of
this emerging 1900 to 1920 era first class tourist railroad.”
December 12th: Our annual Christmas Get-Together. Members
are asked to bring cookies to share. Entertainment will be
provided by the Sound Logic Quartet of the Sweet Adelines
International.

New sletter Composer
Mary Ann Dailey
The mission of LTHS is to:
1. Preserve the history, lore
and historical heritage of
Limerick Township,
2. Create an interest in
Township history and
heritage, especially among
Township youth,
3. Restore buildings and
areas within the Township
to original character,
4. Provide a repository for
Township memorabilia,
and
5. Advise persons, firms or
entities seeking assistance7
on restoration projects.
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Meeting Notes:

At our October 10th meeting, the nominating committee will present a slate of candidates for the
following positions: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Historian and (1) Board
member for a 5-year term. Additionally, nominations will be accepted from the floor.
At our November 14th meeting, we will hold an election for the officers and the one Board
member. In order to vote, members must have paid dues for 2016 and have attended at least 3
membership meetings.

V isitors:
Recently, we had visitors from Florida and Virginia. All of these visitors had family ties in Limerick,
so they came to the Society home to get information about their family history.

Congratulations:

To Alice Dempsey who celebrated her 102nd birthday in August.
To our Board Member Millie Kelley and our Treasurer Bob Moses who were married in June. The
newlyweds reside in Sanatoga.

Condolences:

To life member Jean Hess on the loss of her father, John “Jack” Frankenberg. Jack was involved
in many organizations in Limerick Township.
To life member Mildred “Millie” Alderfer on the loss of her husband Wilmer “Willie” Alderfer.
For many years, Willie was a farmer in Limerick Township.
----------- ------------- ------- ------ Limerick Tow nship Historical Society
545 West Ridge Pike
Limerick, PA 19468- 1417
610- 495- 5229
Remember, you can contact us via email at: historian@LimerickPaHistory.org
or access our w ebpage at: http://w w w .limerickpahistory.org
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